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February 2019 

The Knights have been busy over Christmastide!  There was a 
brunch for St. Stephen on Thanksgiving that was a success, please 
consider coming next year!  The Tootsie roll collection came in at 
$2304.00, a big thank you to all who came out.  Second collection 
for the food pantry took place last week, $4954.00 was collected 
and we added $1000.00 from the Knights outreach money.  The 
Christmas Parade was on the first, and there was a beautiful float!  
A big thanks to Mark Langevin and his father James Langevin as 
well to all who helped.  We received first place in float design.  On 
the 7th we went to nursing homes and gave gifts, this went well 
and those in the nursing homes care enjoyed and were blessed by 
our presence.  Santa Claus went to those who were bed ridden, 
again a big thanks to all that helped.

Our December burrito breakfast went very well, we had a large 
crowd and sold out.

We have new members that have really been active, Austin Long, 
Jose Patron, and Shawn Hunter have done great jobs!  Thank you 
for acting on your membership in the Knights!
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Prayer Intentions 

Susan and John

John Weaver

Dan and Sue Martin

Gene and Patty Anastas

Rest in Peace 

Joe Bayer

JW & Helen Wright

Andy Blanchard

Jimmy Dixon

John Young

Lee Perkins

Judge Debra Yaniko Dupont

Patricia Tracey

Margie Hitner

Violet Verstraete

Souls in Purgatory

Mary Ellen Guay

KNIGHTLY NEWS 
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St. Blaise February 3rd
Of St. Blaise, or Blasius, not much is known but legend and 
tradition.  St. Blaise was a physician before being elevated to the 
office of bishop.  Though his exact history is unclear, it seems 
that at some point he was found by a pagan (Roman) governor in 
the forest surrounded by wolves, tigers and lions, patiently sitting 
around him as the saint was praying.  The governor was so 
frightened by what he saw that he arrested St. Blaise.  Blaise was 
brought to prison and told to confess his faith to a pagan god, and 
Blaise refused.  He was sentenced to death.  Before his death he 
was visited by a mother with a child who had a bone lodged in his 
throat, and Blaise was said to tell the child to cough up the bone 
and he did.  Blaise was then hung from a tree and skinned, then 

beheaded.  The blessing of the throats occurs in many churches 
on St. Blaise’s feast day.  Blaise’s ability to quiet even the fiercest 
animal harkens back to the garden of Eden, and reminds us that 
creation is broken, but repairable.  Even the most dangerous 
aspects of creation were meant to live in harmony with man, it 
just takes faith.
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Coming up… 

• First Degree coming up 
TBA

• Hike for Life in May

• 40th Anniversary of Council

• Chapter Meeting Feb. 12th
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Business Meeting Tuesday January 8th, 2019 
ϖMeeting called to order at  7:34    PM by Grand Knight Ray Carr  
ϖRoll Call: (P)resent,  (E)xcused,  (A)bsent 

◘ Chaplain (Fr. Mike O’Sullivan)  (E) ◘ Advocate (Lawrence Bierschenk) (P) 
◘ Grand Knight (Ray Carr)   (P) ◘ Warden (Jean Ratsizaharimanana) (P) 
◘ Deputy Grand Knight (Matt Casey) (P) ◘ Inside Guard (Scott Smith) (P) 
◘ Chancellor (Leonard Wright)   (P) ◘ Outside Guard (Robert Picha) (E) 
◘ Recorder (Scott Wooten)  (P) ◘ Trustee 3rd Year (Norbert Stanislav)(P) 
◘ Financial Secretary (John Achtyl) (P) ◘ Trustee 2nd Year (Joe Wright) (P) 
◘ Treasurer (Derrick Rice)  (P) ◘ Trustee 1st Year (Dave Straka) (P) 
◘ Lecturer (Timothy Aziere)  (E) 

•Chaplain Report: 
•Minutes of Previous Meeting were: 

•Approved as Corrected. 
•Membership Report: 

•No Report 
•Grand Knight Report: 

•Thanks to all that showed up to the Christmas party.  We had over 100 folks.  Food was delicious, and a 
thanks to the Wooten’s for setting up, Leon was also there and helped, and thanks to Matt for setting up 
the music. 

•Later that weekend we had photos with Santa and that went well.  Dave Straka said the event went really 
well, bringing Santa in the middle (between 8 and 11 and 12) of the masses created more participation.  
We should try to stick with that format next year. 

•Corporate mass went well, though not well attended.  Father acknowledged the Knights.   
•Jerry McGee said we had several Knights ring for the Salvation Army at the Wal-Marts in Weatherford and 

Brookshires in Springtown. 
•Looking forward we have the burrito breakfast this Sunday, please come at 6am and help. 
•On Monday the 21st we have our patriotic rosary; a sign-up sheet was sent around. 
•Council fish fry is on the 25th.  Serving at 6PM, so we will need to start cooking earlier. 
•February has a burrito breakfast also, possibly a council social might be offered. 
•On March 11th is our 40th anniversary of this chapter, maybe we should have some event for that 

remembrance, maybe we should have someone pick up the ball and plan something for that.   
•Elections are coming up, and there will be openings, so please think about placing your name up for 

election.  Ray read a poem that Father used in his sermon on New Year’s Day. 
•Ray gave an appeal for members to take up the jobs that are wanting around the chapter, please volunteer. 

•Treasurer’s Report:		 
•As written. 

•Communications: 
•As written. 

•Financial Secretary’s Report: 
•John Actyl said we are in good standing, the per capita bill is due this month, but we had a credit, so we did 

not owe.  $51.02 still remains.  A bill for the culture of life still needs to be paid.  Brother Libby 
transferred to North Carolina.  We are down to 196 members, and our insurance is at 50%.  68 members 
have paid dies, 91 owe us.  On the 16th of this month a second reminder will go out. 

•19th January Knight in a day in Arlington, please let John or Ray know if you want to go. 
•Auditors’ and Trustees’ Report: 
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•Stan Stanislav said the audit will be done on the 24th. 
•Chancellor’s Report: 

•No report. 
•Program and Service programs 

•Matt addressed the council.  Matt told the chapter that his life was getting busy, as he is starting a new 
business.  Despite this venture, he does still wish to fulfill his obligations as Deputy Grand Knight, and 
has hopes to attain Grand Knight, if elected. 

•Fish fry is coming up on the 25th, Dave Straka spoke on how we need a lot of help.  We need 14-15 people, 
there are different time slots, and Dave collected three volunteers to load up his truck at 1:30PM.  Plans 
were made to have tents and propane.  Around 3PM we will need 7-8 people to start cutting fish and 
setting up underneath the tent.  We need to fry the fish, the fries, and the hush puppies.  Dave needed 
three to cook.  We will also need runners for the food.  Fish fry is 5-7PM.  Please volunteer.  Ray said we 
are trying to set up a rhythm for the fish fry, as we will be doing this a lot in the future, especially lent.  
Joseph Wright expressed concern that we will upset some of the parish organizations by forcing them out 
of the dinners.  Groups paid for all the food, instead of taking up money for food. There was concern on 
us charging for our meals in lent, it was suggested we speak with Father on this issue.  Stan Stanislav 
said the attendance we have is dwindling for Lenten events and possibly the fish fry might bring back 
people to both the dinner and the services. Joseph brought to the floor that we have not voted on this 
subject, so we might vote on doing this through lent.  Dave reiterated that each group in lent that wants to 
partner with us will provide manpower so the Knights will not have to have so many volunteers.   

•Hike for life.  Chuck said on the 14th we will have the next meeting.  We are early in the planning process, 
but in May we will have an event for life.  Meeting will be on the 14th after adoration, we are asking 
more people to get involved.  Rusty is working on a keynote speaker, we are working with Grace House 
and flourishing tree.  This is the first year we changed from doing a hike.  John asked how much money 
we are planning to spend on this event.  Chuck said that has not been discussed and he could not answer 
that question. 

•Unfinished Business: 
•Lawrence Bierschenk brought up the tabled issue of paying Dave Straka $1660.00 for the fry equipment. 

•Motion was pulled off the table 
•Stan spoke on the motion, on how Dave found this equipment as cheaply as possible and Stan 

complimented his work and purchase.  Stan thought it only right to reimburse him, and the council 
needs to own the equipment.  Ray addressed the issue the same way. 
•Motion passed. 

•New Business 
•Chuck made a motion that we pursue having a fish fry on our Friday in Lent and on any Friday which we 

ask are asked to participate. 
•Matt asked if we do the fish fry, are we no longer doing soup and sandwiches?  Council replied yes. 

•Dave seconded motion. 
•Motion passed. 

•Scott Wooten motioned we charge for the fry same as we always have by selling tickets (pre-sale) 
$10 per with children $5 
•Dave Straka seconded 

•Motion passed. 
•Help is needed to move the manger back to storage, Sunday after last mass. 

•4th Degree Report: 
•None 

•Agents report: Eddy Patterson Fort Worth agency is number 1 in Texas, and we could not do it without you.  
Diocese has a training meeting at St. Andrews this Saturday. 

•Members under illness or duress.   
•As written on list. 

•Good of the order by the Lecturer: Excused absence…Meeting closed at 9:06 PM by Ray Carr 
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Grand Knight Report      Ray Carr
Brother Knights,

The new year is off to a great start!  I like to welcome our newest Brother Knight, Tyson Cheek, who 
went through the 1st Degree on January 19th.  He then immediately proceeded through the 2nd and 3rd 
Degrees, along with Brothers Brian Lixey, Jose Patron, and Steve Weaver, all as part of the "Knight In A 
Day" that was held at St. Joseph in Arlington.  Congratulations to all!

We had three very successful council events in January.  The Burrito Breakfast on the 13th went as 
smoothly as ever, thanks to so many of you coming early and staying late to help out.  We then held a 
Patriotic Rosary on the 21st which had about 25 in attendance -- not bad, but I'm sure we can do better if 
we spread the word more next time.  Finally, we had another Fish Fry on the 25th.  This time we sold 200 
tickets and made close to $1,000 profit which will be donated to the church.  The event itself went very 
well, and we received a lot of positive feedback from folks who attended.  Many thanks to all the Brothers 
who came out and worked this event. Another job well done!

As for the coming month of February, apart from our monthly meetings, we only have one council event 
on the calendar, and that's the Burrito Breakfast on February 10th.  So if you're looking for a chance to 
pitch in, this is it!  We'll start at 6AM and should finish up around 11AM.  Keep in mind that we will not 
be doing a breakfast in March due to the kids being on Spring Break.

Actually, there is one other "special opportunity" coming up on Saturday, February 16th, and that's to help 
out our friends at the Weatherford Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association by dealing Black Jack 
during their annual Casino Night fundraising event.  We usually provide 4 or 5 dealers, and I can promise 
you it's a whole lot of fun!  If you think you might be interested, or if you have any questions, please get 
with me quick so I can let them know how many dealers we'll be providing.

As I mentioned last month, our council's 40th Anniversary is coming up on March 11th.  At the January 
Business Meeting, we decided we would celebrate by having a Pot Luck Dinner in the Holy Spirit Center 
on Saturday, March 30th following the 5:30 Mass, which coincidentally is our next Corporate 
Communion.  I hope many of you will be able to make it.  If you would like to volunteer to coordinate the 
pot luck dinner, please let me know.

Our next Business Meeting will be on Tuesday, February 12th.  As always, we'll say the rosary first starting 
at 7:15PM, and then continue on with the meeting.  I hope to see you all there!

God Bless,

SK Ray Carr  Grand Knight
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